
Kevin Schmidt (born 1972, lives in Vancouver
and Berlin) not only deals with the functionali-
ty, pro-duction and criticism of diverse forms
of mass entertainment in his films, installations
and actions but also with idealised notions of
nature. Schmidt captures for example specta-
cular natural events or phenomena on photo-
graphs or in films that then find their way into
the exhibitions space while electronic beats,
light effects or artificial patches of fog are trans-
ferred to an unspoiled and seemingly unimpress-
ed nature. In equally radical and clever as well
as humorous displacements of the spectacle—
on occasion in a protracted and highly effective
Do-It-Yourself manner — Kevin Schmidt inev-
itably poses ques-tions concerning entertain-
ment’s value, strategies and manipulative poten-
tials. In the process, the viewer is always also
the consumer of an event that challenges him
to question his own reception habits and expec-
tations.

Kevin Schmidt now presents his most recent
experiment Harmless High Altitude Balloon
Amateur Radio Equipment (2013/14) in the
Remise of the Kunstverein Braunschweig. A
wall-filling projection shows a photograph of
the stratosphere that is so large that the viewer
almost feels himself floating in outer space.
Schmidt presents his equipment in the adjoin-
ing space: a weather balloon and a self-made

large-format camera. The artist constructed the
camera from such materials as duct tape, poly-
styrene, wooden picks and rubber bands which,
driven by a weather balloon, was able to cap-
ture the convex curvature of the earth in a near-
ly immaculate large-format image at an altitude
of 35,000 metres. This is in turn presented by
means of a hand-made slide Projector. An artist’s
book will be published during the exhibition in
which Kevin Schmidt provides detailed, step-by-
step instructions on how to emulate the project
and produce one's own image of the world. By
doing so, Schmidt not only questions art’s al-
ready long-democratised production methods in
question but also his own role as an artist.

Kevin Schmidt was the 2013 Artist-in-Residence
at the Künstlerhaus Bethanien, Berlin, and is
presently the BS Projects grant holder at the
HBK Braunschweig. His works have already
been presented internationally in solo and group
shows, for example at the Kunstverein Hanno-
ver, the Bielefeld Kunstverein, The Power Plant
in Toronto and most recently at the Contempo-
rary Art Gallery in Vancouver.

Artist Talk & Book launch: 
Thursday, November 6, 7 p.m.

Kevin Schmidt
Harmless High Altitude Balloon 
Amateur Radio Equipment
13.09. – 16.11.2014

THE EXHIBITION IS SUPPORTED BY:

Kunstverein Braunschweig e.V.

Lessingplatz 12, 38100 Braunschweig, 

Telefon 0531 49556

www.kunstverein-bs.de, info@kunstverein-bs.de

Öffnungszeiten:

Dienstag – Sonntag 11-17 Uhr, Donnerstag 11-20 Uhr  

Öffentliche Führungen: 

Donnerstag 18 Uhr, Sonntag 14:30 Uhr
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1700 g Weather balloon

Gas pressure regulator

Self built adaptor 
for filling balloon

Balloon attachment point

Video flight recorder

Parachute

Waterproof window 
for large-format Camera

Balloon payload box
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GPS circuit IMU circuit (Accelerometer,
Magnetometer, Gyroscope)

4 x 5 inch film holder

90 mm Lens (f22, 1/500)

HAM / Radio / Broadcaster

H-Drive
Battery Case

Camera Shutter Servo

Cooling ventHID Lamp (1200 W)

magnetic ballast 240mm Condensor lensUV glass

Slide holder

Projector cover

Focus plane
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